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Minutes 

 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 9th of January 2018 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

Andy Bush  (AB) : Hilton Action on Traffic 

Brian Burpitt  (BB) : Earith 

Dave McCandless (DM) : WoH PC 

Peter Smith  (PS) : Co-opted 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

Andy Street  (AS) : Cambs Police 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Co-opted member 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 

 
Apologies had been received from  Eda McPherson. 
Julie Dew resigned from the RSC by email on January 2nd due to meeting conflicts in her responsibilities for 
Hemingford Grey. She has informed the Clerk to see if a replacement can be found. 
 
ML had thanked on behalf of the RSG for her contribution. 
 

2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting held on 14th  November 2017 
 

Correction and clarification:  Section 8. Reports from Members:  Wyton-on-the-Hill: 
 
We should approach the Town Council about making parking legal along Shakespeare Road which is 
behind Thorndown. 
 

This should have been:  
We should approach the Town Council about making ‘wheels on pavement’ parking legal uphill on the left 
along Ramsey Road from Shakespeare Road to the top junction because the parking bays there are not 
wide enough for the vehicles that are actually parking there. The residents do park their vehicles on the 



pavement to keep the road clear but pedestrians complain about it even though most vehicles are not 
obstructing the pavement that could be made wider if they did. Either that or make this stretch of parking 
bays ‘vehicle width limited’ to prevent large vision-obstructing vans being parked there overnight. 
 
 
AS:  Had not received any complaints about that. But there is certainly a problem. But parking with wheels 
on pavement is not per se illegal. There is no easy answer.  
DM: Had seen a PCSO trying to action over a piece of bad parking. Vehicles are getting wider which is the 
real problem.  
PS: It’s the bad visibility if you’re coming down the hill. One car is ok but not 2 vehicles. Maybe a width 
restriction would help. 
DM: Just put dotted lines there. This tells pedestrians what is what.  
 
Action: PS to put to the question to the TC if we come up with the wording. 
AS: Is it wide enough? 
 
The motion to approve the minutes was put to the meeting. 
AB proposed: JN seconded. All were in favour. 

 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
Bluntisham Speed Limits: 
 
ML had received an email in response to objections put forward with regard to the proposed speed limit 
changes. The email is attached as Appendix A to these minutes. 
It was clear that this was a done deal.  

 
Trucam Letter to Acc: 
 
OM said that he had followed up the first letter to the Assistant Chief Constable for an explanation as to 
why no response had been received.  He had received the email below; 

 
Dear Mr McLaughlin 

 

I did reply stating that this would be briefed to our Roads Policing Teams. I’m sorry for whatever reason 

you appear to have not received it.  

 
Kind Regards, 

Jamie 
Inspector 5350 Jamie Langwith  
Road Policing Unit,  

 
     OM had no record of an email of this nature.  
 

AB: This matter has been pushed down to Bedfordshire now. (RPU within the tri-force dealing with this). 

James Lacy from  Herts. 

AS: Any decisions need to be suitable for all three forces. 

 
Vegetation:  (Email from ML to Eda McPherson) 

 
ML had sent an email to Eda McPherson on the subject of overhanging vegetation  on the cycle path in Needingworth 

which had been raised by PS at the last RSC meeting.   

 



ML : A reply was received from the Needingworth Parish Clerk who asked if  PS to come up with the exact 
location.  
PS:  The biggest problem is the old road near the quarry. The vegetation meets in the middle. We really 
need to deal with this in the summer. It’s the old Highway. 
CS: So this must be Highways responsibility.  
 
[Post-meeting note:    Highway Officer Brian will look at the overhanging hedges impeding passage of 
cyclists in Needingworth Rd.  If necessary he will write to the hedge owners if not Highways.] 

 

4. Correspondence 
 

None 

 

5. Speeding Reports 
 

DM: Reported on the 2017 results not counting the sessions using the loggers. The speeding is horrific and 
persistent . The data is checked using loggers and SIDs.  The worst place is Fenton. The problem here is 
especially dangerous as children often cross at a particularly dangerous spot.  
We haven’t done Low Road which also has a bad reputation. 
 
AS has been out as much as he can and the data helps to pinpoint where the real problems are. One 
useful function of the data is that it shows people whether they do or don’t have a real problem. 
 
AS: A car was seized in Wood Lane recently. 
 
In 2018 we need more and improved signage. For example the sign on Hill Rise is miles down the road 
before the hump.  
 
AB: We put a logger up in Hilton to measure HGV infringements on the nighttime ban.  We detected at 
least 20 going through. The haulage companies we approached with the evidence were very apologetic 
about it.  
AS:  Has been on to the policing unit but it is not a high priority. He has badgered response units at 
Huntingdon. It’s quiet at that time of the morning and they may not be very busy. It could be used as a 
learning exercise for response unit drivers.   
 

     (CRW 2017 Summary is attached in Appendix A). 

 
6. Enforcement Issues 
 
OM highlighted two issues which had appeared recently on the website of the BRAKE road safety charity. 
The first relates to speeding about which the article says; 
 

Statistics from the Department for Transport reveal that speeding offences reached a six year high in 2016. There were 2.2 

million prosecutions for speed limit offences last year, up from 1.6 million in 2011 - a rise of a third. 

Last year, excess speed contributed to almost a quarter of all fatal crashes and urgent action is needed. Brake is calling for 

increased enforcement by the police, a default 20mph limit in all built-up areas and 'Intelligent Speed Adaptation', which 

helps drivers stay within the limit, to be fitted as standard to all new vehicles. These measures are essential to lower the 

increasing number of needless deaths and serious injuries on UK roads. 

 
The second article related to the illegal use of mobile phones by drivers. Penalties were doubled in August 
2017 for drivers using mobile handsets to a £200 fine and 6 points.  The article states; 



 

Freedom of Information figures from the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA), obtained by Brake, reveal that 

10,428 drivers in England, Scotland and Wales received six penalty points for illegal mobile phone use in the four-month 

period between March and June 2017 . Although 5,258 drivers received points in March 2017, during a nationwide police 

crackdown, the numbers receiving points for illegal phone use plummeted to 1,865 in April and just 1,387 in June. 

Table: Number of 'CU80' endorsements with a six-point penalty imposed by month of offence (as at 26 August 2017) 

March 2017 April 2017 May 2017 June 2017 Total 

5,258 1,865 1,918 1,387 10,428 

The figures suggest that there was a sharp decline in enforcement of the new rules from April 2017 
onwards. 

 
AS: Agreed with the conclusions of the BRAKE articles. With speeding, the increase in detections is  
probably due to fixed speed cameras rather than random enforcement in the villages which is where it is 
really needed.  Unfortunately the priorities of the force are focused on different areas at the moment.  
 
Action: Send the BRAKE articles to NB.  

 

7. . Review of Watching Items 
 

Item 4 Wheatsheaf junction:  
        

AS: Lots of bumps at this spot but no major accidents. Since the speed camera there haven’t been any 
fatalities.  
ML: Envar have got planning permission to move their entrance.  
AS: The only real answer is to install traffic lights. 
CS: The traffic lights could be peak hours only. 

 
 

Item 5. Earith Junction:  
 
     BB: Has the roundabout been downgraded to a spot on the road? 
    JN: Not as far as I’m aware.  
 

Item 6. Low Road:  
. 
      CS: No change here. 
 

Item 14. Corn Exchange and Station Road 
 

AS: Have the TC discussed this? 
CS: They discussed it but they said there’s no point because there’s no enforcement. 
AS: There’s a meeting with Alison next week and I will raise it. 
CS: Deliveries are a problem. 
 
Item 31: Hill Rise, Houghton Road:   
 
PS:  The problem of drivers jumping the lights is still there. Since the last meeting I’ve counted 
infringements. Once I counted 4 when I’d got a green light. The average is 2. Drivers continue to cross 
when they’ve got a red light.  
PS: The Guided busway crossing is also a problem.  
AS: I’m surprised that none have been hit by a bus.  
DM:  There was talk about getting the CCTV van to catch the red light jumpers.  



Action: AS: We have a team of volunteers at Peterborough and I could ask them to look at this. 
       
      Item 51: Meadow Lane Junction:  
 

CS: No reports of accidents here lately. 
 
Item 52: Sawtry Way Speed Limit: 
 
DM: There are 2 parish councils involved and they have had a meeting. It has been left up to Wyton to run 
with it and they have collected £250 for the deposit. They are also doing a consultation on Facebook to see 
if they have support. Since the fatality there has been another bad crash with a car ending up in the ditch.  
Luckily there wasn’t much water in it. 60mph is too fast across that junction.  
 
Item 53: Cromwell Place:   

.     
CS:  This is on the Town Council agenda for tomorrow.   I counted 400 vehicles come down in an hour with 
about 100 pedestrians crossing, some with children. The sheer volume of traffic makes crossing difficult. 
Action: ML:  Asked PS to send a resume of the discussion to OM.  

     

8. Reports from members 
 
AS, Cambs Police:  We have started to look at trends in accidents.  At the moment there are a lot of 
winter type accidents. For example, lots of vehicles leaving the road.  
 
PS, Co-opted:    
 
Street Lights: Thursday morning January 4th was dark and wet. Street lights went off at 7:40 which was 
before it was really light. They must have been wrong since sometime in December. 
 
CS: Don’t they have sensors? 
ML: No they are on a timer. Someone changes them. I can contact Emma Murden and I’ll ask her about 
this.  
PS: This is only a problem for a couple of weeks every year. 
Action: ML: But it would be useful to know what the criteria are.  

 
[Post Meeting Note: ML had sent an email to Highways and received a reply from Alan Hitch stating that 
all street lights owned by the County Council are individually controlled by either a photocell or via the 
council’s wireless central management system. Both systems are triggered by specified light levels. These 
levels are the same for all areas of the county. 
However, this does not explain why so many lights were switching off while it was still dark. ]  
 
Potholes:  These are usually round, but Acacia avenue had a trench dug and there is a bad join and a 
trough has developed which is about 6 feet long. A bike will be stopped by that. Have other people 
observed this? 
 
AB: I went through a claim but you’ll only get compensation if it has already been reported. 
DM: Contact Brian Murdoch about it. 
PS: If it was round it has to be a certain size, but linear ones are just as dangerous 
 
Action: ML: I will contact Brian Murdoch.  
 
Temporary Traffic Lights:  Merrylands is closed, but why are all these cars coming through, it’s a pedestrian 
precinct isn’t it? 
AS: It’s pedestrianised but it’s not. You have disabled and loading. What is the definition? People will pop 
into West End  to buy something heavy which they assume is ‘loading’? It should be fully pedestrianised 



but shops need to have loading capability here. We will ticket people if they park for longer than 10 minutes 
or so.  
PS: Disabled bays have no time limit which is a problem. 
AS: The signage is ambiguous. We can issue tickets but it won’t make much difference.  
 
AB, Hilton:   
 
Nothing 
 
CS, Fenstanton:  
. 
There is a problem near the school where visibility is affected by a tree. But it can’t be seen in winter. 

 
ML, Chair:  
. 
The speed limit changes in Bluntisham are ridiculous. The pressure has come from the PC. My neighbour 
wrote and hoped it wasn’t a done deal. Seems like it was. 

 

DM, Wyton on the Hill  
 
2017 was the year of the SID. The priority for 2018 for Community Roadwatch  is for the community to 
report issues via a web portal.  
 
NB, Co-opted: On the B1090 on the other side of the roundabout there is a road junction put in by a 
developer. There is a bollard there and on the pavement there are lights which have never been lit. The 
council say it’s owned by the landowner as it still belongs to him. It’s pitch black here and very dangerous 
because you can’t see it.  
Action: NB asked DM to follow it up.  
Action: OM to put it on the watching items. 
 
BB, HCV:  The HCV group put up diffusion tubes were  put up in 6  villages to test NO2 levels. NO2 is a 
good general  indicator of pollution. However, levels seemed to have dropped 20% in these villages since 
the last testing was done in 2012. We are not entirely sure why this is although weather conditions can 
affect readings.  
OM:  It is possible that the background level has changed because of the dramatic fall in the use of coal for 
electricity generation. This has fallen from 36% to 2% in the past 5 years. 

 
 

9.  Items for Further Consideration 
 

Cambridge and Peterborough Road Safety Partnership (CPRSP): 
 
OM: The road safety vision and  objectives of the CPRSP as stated on their website are shown below: 
 

The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Road Safety Partnership (CPRSP) vision is to prevent 

all road deaths across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough and to significantly reduce the 

severity of injuries and subsequent costs and social impacts from road traffic collisions. 

In order to work towards this vision, the following targets have been adopted by the 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Road Safety Partnership for the life of this strategy (all 

targeted reductions are compared to the 2005-09 average baseline): 

• To reduce the number of people killed or seriously injured (KSI) in collisions by at least 

40% by 2020. 



• To reduce the number of children killed or seriously injured in collisions by at least 40% 

by 2020. 

• To reduce the number of cyclists and pedestrians killed or seriously injured in collisions 

by at least 40% by 2020. 

 
In view of the most recent Road Casualty statistics from Cambridge County Council it is hard to see how 
these targets will be met. To reduce the number of KSI casualties by 40% from the 2005-9 average 
baseline requires a fall in KSI numbers to fewer than 246 per annum. This has not been achieved to date 
and the trend is upwards rather than the reverse. The KSI statistics for 2016 totaled 348 and the interim 
figures for the first 6 months of 2017 have reached 198. Perhaps we should write to CPRSP to ask how 
they intend to achieve their targets and whether we can help in any way. 
Action: OM to write to the CPRSP about the figures. 
 
DM: It might be illuminating to find out the split between KSI casualties in national speed limits vs other 
areas.  
 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association of Local Councils (CAPALC): 
 
CS informed the meeting that CAPALC have been creating templates for parish councils to use in certain 
policy matters. These templates can significantly improve productivity so please spread the word around. 

 

10. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday   March 13th 

Tuesday  May  8th 

Tuesday   July 10th 



Appendix A   
 

 
 
  


